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Purpose

The new transportation bill passed in 2005, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) outlines the requirement
for Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO) to publish an annual listing of projects for
which funds have been obligated in the preceding year including a listing of pedestrian
and bicycle projects. From SAFETEALU, 23 U.S.C. 134(i)øXB), 23 U.S.C. 135(gX4XB),
4e U.S.C. 5303(jX7XB), and 49 U.S.C. 53Oa(gXaXB):

An Annual Listing of projects, including investments in pedestrian
walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, for which federalfunds
have been obligated in the preceding year, shall be published or
otherwise made available by the cooperative effort of the State, transit
operator, and metropolitan planning organization for public review.
This listing shall be consistent with the funding categories identified in
each metropol itan transportation i mprovem ent prog ram (Tl P).

This report is published in response to the above requirement by listing allfederally funded
transportation projects in the Madera County region that were obligated during the federal
fiscal year 2008. Obligation refers to the federal government's commitment to pay or
reimburse the lead agency for the federal share of a project's cost. Obligation does not
indicate expenditure or project completion; only that the project has been approved for
federal reimbursement. Programmed project costs can be found in the corresponding
FederalTransportation lmprovement Program and RegionalTransportation Plan.

Background

The Madera County Transportation Commission (Commission) is the Regional
Comprehensive Planning Agency, RegionalTransportation Planning Agency (RTPA),
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), and the Local Transportation Commission
for Madera County designated pursuant to Title 3, Division 3, Chapter 2, Article ll,
Section 29532 of the California Government Code. The Commission is responsible for
the development and adoption of the Regional Transportation Plan and Transportation
lmprovement Program required by state law (California Government Code Sections
65080 et.al.) and has entered into several Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with
Caltrans for delivery of these projects. The current MOU which reflects federal
requirements per the Federal Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity
Act: A Legacy for Users - SAFETEA-LU, formerly Transportation Efficiency Act for the
21"tCentury ffEA-21) was approved on July 1, 2003. 

.

The Commission is designated Metropolitan Planning Organization for Madera County.
A Federal Register Notice regarding Qualifying Urban Areas for Census 2000 was
published on May 1,2002. The notice listed 76 newly qualified urban areas for 2000
that were not part of any urban area in 1990. The City of Madera is among the new
urban areas with an urban population oÍ 58,O27 within the new urban boundary
established by the United States Census Bureau. The Madera metropolitan boundary
area shall cover the entire county of Madera.

Madera County Transportation Commission fosters intergovernmentalcommunication
and coordination, undertakes comprehensive regional planning with an emphasis on
transportation, provides for citizen involvement in the planning process and supplies
technical services to its member governments.



ln all these areas the Madera County Transportation Commission serves as a
consensus builder to develop an acceptable approach on how to handle problems that
do not respect political boundaries.

Who are the members, their representatives, and how do they
vote?

The Commission is organized into a Board of Directors supported by the Policy Advisory
Committee and the TechnicalAdvisory Committee. The Commission staff includes an
Executive Director; three Transportation Planners; and one Administrative Assistant.
There is currently one standing committee -- the Social Services Transportation Advisory
Council (SSTAC) which reports through the Technical Advisory Committee.

The Commission Board of Directors is comprised of three (3) members from the Madera
County Board of Supervisors; two (2) members from the Madera City Council; and one
(1) member from the Chowchilla City Council. The members shall be appointed by the
member agencies. Each member agency designates at least one alternate who shall be
an elected member of the designated agency.

The Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) has the same membership as the Board with the
addition of one (1) person representing the Caltrans District 06 Director. This committee
reviews transportation plans and programs prior to action by the Commission, with
particular attention to compliance with applicable state and federal planning and
programming requi rements.

Policy decisions are made by the Commission Board of Directors and are documented
through formal resolution or minute order of the Commission. The Commission has six
(6) members. A quorum is constituted when four (4) members are present at the meeting
and a majority of the quorum is required for an action to be formally passed. Generally
the Commission seeks to develop consensus positions on issues brought forward for
action.

The Regional Transportation Plan

The RegionalTransportation Plan is a long-range (minimum 20-year) plan that provides
a vision for future transportation improvements and investments based on specific
transportation goals, objectives, policies and strategies. The RTP is based on federal
transportation law requiring comprehensive, cooperative, and continuous transportation
planning. Madera County Transportation Commission meets these requirements by
developing comprehensive transportation plans that include all surface transportation
modes (multi-modal planning), to ensure efficient people and goods movements
throughout the region.

The purpose of the RTP is to provide strategic direction for transportation capital
investments by assessing regional growth and economic trends. Thus, the RTP helps
planners link transportation investments to provide a cohesive, balanced and multimodal
transportation system that will help relieve traffic congestion, improve safety and provide
for economic development.

The Federal Transportat¡on lmprovement Program

As the designated metropolitan planning organization for the region, Madera County
Transportation Commission prepares and maintains the FederalTransportation
lmprovement Program (FTIP). The program includes a listing of alltransportation-related



pro¡ects requiring federal funding or other approval by the federal transportation
agencies. The FTIP also lists non-federal, regionally significant projects for information
and air quality modeling purposes.

Projects included in the FTIP are consistent with Madera County Regional
Trairsportation Plan and are part of the area's overall strategy for providing mobility,-
congestion relief and reduction of transportation-related air pollution in support of efforts
to attain federal air quality standards for the region.

Public lnvolvement

Madera County Transportation Commission aims to proactively engage the public in the
regional transþortation planning process and embrace federal requirements that MPOs
próvide the public with complete information, timely public notice, full public access to
key decisions, and early and continuing involvement in developing the FTIP, Regional
Transportation Plan, and other products.

Annual Listing of Projects with Federal Funding for
Federal Fiscal Year 2008

Federal law requires Madera County Transportation Commission to publish for public
review an annual listing of projects for which federal funds have been obligated in the
preceding year, as a record of project delivery and a progress report for public
information and disclosure.

This report is divided into the funding types administered by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and the FederalTransit Administration (FTA). Projects are listed
by Lead Agency, FTIP Program, Federal lD and Madera County Transportation
Commission /D. The MCTC /D number is a unique project identifier used in the FTIP;the
category Total Dollar Amount in FTIP is included for reference of total p@eqt funding.
Multþle FederallDs can correspond with one MCTC /D. Note this list includes only
fedeialfunds obligated; no state or localfunds are reported. The information contained
in this report was provided by the California Department of Transportation.

This report indicates that approximately $16.782 million in federalfunds were obligated
for transportation projects in the region between October 1,2007 and September 30,
2008.

The obligated federal funding consisted of $15,634,032 of Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) funds for road projects and $1,148,150 of Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) funds for transit projects.
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MCTC Annual Listing of Obligated Proiects FY2008

$16,782,182
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